Ask everyone in your group: What is
the biggest gift you have ever been
given?
Did you know that some gifts are so
enormous that you can't even see
them? They're so huge that you have to
go back to the beginning to even catch
a glimpse. Or maybe even a little
before the beginning.

In the beginning, there was... well, there wasn't
very much. In the beginning, there was nothing.
Except, perhaps, an enormous smile. But there
was no one there to see it.
And then, on the first day, God gave us the gift
of light. Now there was not just darkness, but
there was light, too. God divided the light from
the darkness, and they were both gifts.
When God saw the light and the darkness, God
said "It is good." And that was the end of the
first day.

On the second day, God gave us the gift of
water. Now, I don't mean just the water in a
glass of water, or even the water in the
ocean, but I mean all the water that is water.
This is the "firmament"- that which divides
the waters above from the waters below.
When God saw all that water, God said, "It
is good." And that was the end of the
second day.

On the third day, God gave us the gift of
the dry land. God divided the dry land
and the water, and then God gave us the
gift of the green and growing things. The
green and growing things would start to
fill up the earth with life.
When God saw the dry land, and the
green and growing things, God said "It is
good." And that was the end of the third
day.

On the fourth day, God gave us the gift of
the day and the night, a way to count our
days.
Here is the great light that rules the day, the
sun.
And here are the lights that rule the night, the
moon and stars.
When God saw the day and the night, our
way to keep time, God said, "It is good." And
that was the end of the fourth day.

On the fifth day, God gave us the gift of the
creatures that fly in the air. Not just the birds,
but all the creatures of the air.

And all the creatures that swim, all of them.
When God saw the creatures that fly, and all
the creatures that swim, God said, "It is
good." And that was the end of the fifth day.

On the sixth day, God gave us the gift of all
the creatures that walk upon the earth.
Creatures that walk on two legs, like you
and me, and creatures that walk on many
legs.
When God saw the creatures that walk on
two legs, and the creatures that walk on
many legs, and all the gifts of the other
days God said, "It is very good." And that
was the end of the sixth day.

On the seventh day, God rested, and gave
us the gift of rest - a whole day of rest, and
a time to remember the gifts of the other
days. There's nothing here, because people
go to different places to remember the
great gifts. You can put your favorite place
to rest and remember here. Maybe it's your
synagogue or church, maybe it's under a
tree in your back yard, maybe it's your
bedroom. I can't tell you where your place
is, only you know.

Questions to wonder through together:
I wonder which of these days you like best?
I wonder which day is the most important?
I wonder which day you are in, or which day is
especially about you?
I wonder if we can leave out any of these days and
still have everything we need?
--Response: Use the container of clay to fashion some of
the "missing parts" of this story. Maybe add some
animals, trees, or your place of rest. Leave your
sculpture here for the people who come after you to
see, and keep creating along with God.

Genesis 2: In the Garden
The sky, the earth, and all that filled them were finished.
By the seventh day God finished the work God had been doing, so God rested from all of God’s
work. God blessed the seventh day and made it a holy day, because on that day God rested from
all the work God had done in creating the world.
...
This is the story of the creation of the sky and the earth. When the Lord God first made the earth
and the sky, there were still no plants on the earth. Nothing was growing in the fields because the
Lord God had not yet made it rain on the land. And there was no person to care for the ground,
but a mist would rise up from the earth and water all the ground.

Did you know there are two different creation stories in our bible? So often when we
read this story from Genesis 2, we move right on through to the creation of humankind.
In Genesis 1, Humans were among the last things to be created, but in Genesis 2, they are
created before God even created the green and growing things, before even rain would
fall down on the ground. Imagine what a barren earth would look like to Ha-Adam (the
human, before they were split into adam and eve), and give thanks for the great variety
of life that God put into our garden home!

Use the chalk to draw more life in the paved areas. Fill it up with
flowers and animals!

Genesis 2: Breath of Life
Then the Lord God took dust from the ground (adamah) and formed the man (ha-adam) from it.
God breathed the breath of life into ha-adam's nose, and ha-adam became a living person. Then
the Lord God planted a garden in the east, in a place called Eden, and put ha-adam into it.
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for ha-adam to be alone. I will make a helper who is right
for them.” [...] So the Lord God caused ha-adam to sleep very deeply, and while they were asleep,
God took one side from ha-adam. Then God closed up the man’s skin at the place where God took
the side. The Lord God used the side of the man to make a woman, and then God brought the
woman to the man. And the man said, “Now, this is someone whose bones came from my bones,
whose body came from my body. I will call her ‘woman,’ because she was taken out of man.”
In this story of creation, a human (Ha-Adam) is created when God molds them out of dust
from the ground (adamah) and breathes into their nose. Later, when ha-adam discovers
that they are alone and do not have a helper, the Lord God splits ha-adam into two, and
from then on, the man is referred to as Adam, and the woman as Eve. In both Hebrew and
Greek, the word that we translate as "spirit" is the same word as "breath" and "wind."

Spend some time with the bubbles, and allow the wind to blow some
large bubbles and some small bubbles. God took the primal stuff
that we are made from, and put God's own breath or spirit into us.
Celebrate the diversity of everything that has life and breath!

Settling Jars
Swirl the jar and watch the glitter slowly sink to the
bottom while you pray for the whole earth to be cared for.
Have someone (or more than one person!) in your group read these passages from Ezekiel 34:
This is what the Lord God says: How terrible it will be for the shepherds of Israel who feed only themselves! Why don’t the
shepherds feed the flock? You eat the milk curds, and you clothe yourselves with the wool. You kill the fat sheep, but you do
not feed the flock. You have not made the weak strong. You have not healed the sick or put bandages on those that were
hurt. You have not brought back those who strayed away or searched for the lost. But you have ruled the sheep with cruel
force. The sheep were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they became food for every wild animal. My flock
wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered all over the face of the earth, and no one
searched or looked for them. [...]
This is what the Lord God says: I, myself, will search for my sheep and take care of them. As a shepherd takes care of his
scattered flock when it is found, I will take care of my sheep. I will save them from all the places where they were scattered
on a cloudy and dark day. [...]
This is what the Lord God says: As for you, my flock, I will judge between one sheep and another, between the male sheep
and the male goats. Is it not enough for you to eat grass in the good land? Must you crush the rest of the grass with your feet? Is it
not enough for you to drink clear water? Must you make the rest of the water muddy with your feet? Must my flock eat what you
crush, and must they drink what you make muddy with your feet?

To a jar, add some warm water, a small squirt of glue, some glitter, and a
little bit of food coloring. Fill to the top with more water. Gently swirl and
watch the glitter settle down over the course of about a minute. Pray that
we would stop "crushing the pasture" and "muddying the waters."

It's not just
about bees! Want
to learn how to
help all
pollinators?
Open your phone's
camera and point it at
this QR Code or go to
pollinator.org

Praying with Color!
Say a prayer and then tie a color on to the frame
Yellow - Pray for the bees!
We need our pollinators to help us to eat.

Pink - Pray for the Animals!
Many wild animals are losing their homes each year.

Green - Pray for the forests!
trees are cut down and we need more to be planted.

Tan - Pray for the soil and farmland!
It's important that we take care of the soil.

Blue - Pray for the Waters of the Earth!
Pray for the oceans and pray for the Tar River.

Gen 3: The tree(s)
Then the Lord God planted a garden in the east, in a place
called Eden, and put ha-adam into it. The Lord God caused
every beautiful tree and every tree that was good for food to
grow out of the ground. In the middle of the garden, God put
the tree that gives life and the tree that gives the knowledge of
good and evil. A river flowed through Eden and watered the
garden. The Lord God put ha-adam in the garden of Eden to
care for it and work it. The Lord God commanded them, “You
may eat the fruit from any tree in the garden, but you must
not eat the fruit from the tree which gives the knowledge of
good and evil. If you ever eat fruit from that tree, you will die!”
[...]
Now the snake was the most clever of all the wild animals the
Lord God had made. One day the snake said to the woman,
“Did God really say that you must not eat fruit from any tree in
the garden?” The woman answered the snake, “We may eat
fruit from the trees in the garden. But God told us, ‘You must
not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden.
You must not even touch it, or you will die.’” But the snake said
to the woman, “You will not die. God knows that if you eat the
fruit from that tree, you will learn about good and evil and you
will be like God!” The woman saw that the tree was beautiful,
that its fruit was good to eat, and that it would make her wise.
So she took some of its fruit and ate it. She also gave some of
the fruit to her husband who was with her, and he ate it. Then,
it was as if their eyes were opened. They realized they were
naked, so they sewed fig leaves together and made something
to cover themselves.

This is a very confusing passage of
scripture! Some scholars believe that the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil and
the tree of life are one and the same. In
this story, God tells ha-adam that they
will die if they eat of this tree, and then
after they are split into a man and woman,
they eat, and they don't die, but they
become like god. They learned the
difference between good and evil, and now
they were responsible for choosing the
good.

What things must we "open our
eyes to" so we can know what's
good or evil for the earth?
Write your prayers for the
future of the earth on the
leaves, and add them to the
tree!

Remember your Baptism
Mark 1:9-11
At that time Jesus came from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan
River. Immediately, as Jesus was
coming up out of the water, he
saw heaven open. The Holy Spirit
came down on him like a dove,
and a voice came from heaven:
“You are my Son, whom I love, and
I am very pleased with you.”

The Collect for the Baptism of our
Lord Jesus Christ, BCP 214
Father in heaven,
who at the baptism of Jesus in the
River Jordan proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him
with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all
who are baptized into his Name
may keep the covenant they have
made, and boldly confess him as
Lord and Savior; who with you and
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
One God, in glory everlasting.
Amen.

A Thanksgiving Over the Water, BCP 306
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage
in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and
was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his
death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you,
Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we
share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in
joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in
faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Water is one of the very first gifts given by
God. Take some time to meditate on the
thanksgiving over water, and when you're
ready, Sanitize your hands, then reach into the
bowl of water and pull out one of the glass
beads. Pretend that it is a large droplet of
water, frozen in time. This can be for you a
memento of your baptism. Take it with you,
treasure it, and keep it safe.

