A Home Blessing

For Epiphany

20 + C + M + B + 21

WHAT IS EPIPHANY?
Epiphany is celebrated on January 6th, the
twelfth day of Christmas. Epiphany is the
oldest recorded feast day of the Church,
older even than Christmas or Easter.
Epiphany is also sometimes called
Theophany, Twelfth Night, or Three Kings
Day. On Epiphany, the Church remembers
when the Magi came to visit the Holy Family,
bringing gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.
"WHERE IS THE
CHILD WHO HAS
BEEN BORN KING
OF THE JEWS? FOR
WE OBSERVED HIS
STAR AT ITS
RISING, AND HAVE
COME TO PAY HIM
HOMAGE."
MATTHEW 2:2

WHAT DO I NEED?
You can use a piece of plain chalk or three
gold star stickers. The most traditional way
to remember this story is to mark the front
door of your house with this inscription:
20 + C + M + B + 21

The 20 and 21 are for the year, and the C, M,
and B recall the traditional names of the
Magi, namely Caspar, Melchior, and
Balthasar. It is also said to stand for the Latin
phrase "Christus Mansionem Benedicat" Christ Bless this House. You can perform this
blessing at the front door or at a place where
people gather, perhaps the hearth or kitchen
table.

Pray Together
Make the Sign of the Cross.
Read from Isaiah 60: 1-6
1 Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
3 Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
5 Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
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God shall watch over your going out and your coming in.
From this time forth for evermore.

Let us pray.
O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Light of the nations and the
Glory of your people, bless all who dwell in this house.
May it be for them a place of peace and health, that we may rejoice in the
gifts and graces you have bestowed upon us.
Fill us with the light of Christ, that our concern for others may reflect your
love.
Amen.
Chalk the door or door frame, hearth, or kitchen table, or stick three gold star
stickers on it.
Pray this prayer:
Loving God, bless this, our (door, hearth, table) that it may be helpful to your
people; and grant that through the invocation of your most Holy Name that
we who (pass through it, warm ourselves at it, dine around it) will recall the
names of your holy ones Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, and may receive
health of body and protection of soul for all who dwell in or visit our home;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Make the Sign of the Cross.
You may sing or listen to some Epiphany songs, such as O Come, all Ye Faithful or
God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen.
Note: This service is adapted, with thanks, from one created by Lisa Work.)

